
Sutherland, Iowa City Council Meeting – November 7, 2016 – 7:00 PM – 110 Ash Street – Meeting Room 

 

Mayor Peters called the council meeting to order. Roll call showed council members present were: Steve 

Koch, Jack Wallinga, Jill Jurgensen, Bruce Engelke and Joe Sweeney. Others present were: Neomia Foley, 

Margaret Dau, Denny Fogelman, Johanna Homan, Wendy Koch, Connie Cody, Doug Sweeney, Austin 

Sweeney, Virgil Powel, Bonnie Wallinga, Jarrod Johnson, Mark Shriver, Corey Zimmer, Officer Jami 

Webster, and Mark Mahoney from the Review. 

 

A motion was made by Jurgensen seconded by Wallinga to approve the agenda, previous minutes and clerk 

reports. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Jarrod Johnson from O’Brien County Emergency Management came to introduce himself. He is working on a 

Mass Care Shelter Plan which will list what each city has and locations and any other important information. 

He has also been working on the Alert Iowa System to get notifications to all residents in the county. Council 

thanked Mr. Johnson for coming. 

 

Virgil Powell appeared before council regarding a barking dog complaint. Mr. Powell stated that the dog 

causing most of the barking is now being kept inside. Officer Webster just received another complaint last 

week and did witness the dogs barking and jumping at the fence while the neighbors attempted to do yard 

work. Mayor Peters stated that there are several recordings of the dogs barking, and that if any more 

complaints are called in Officer Webster will have to issue a ticket. Mayor Peters thanked him for coming. 

 

A motion was made by Koch seconded by Sweeney to pay the bills. Roll call: Ayes – Jack Wallinga, Jill 

Jurgensen, Bruce Engelke, Joe Sweeney and Steve Koch. Motion carried.  

 

Economic Development report was provided by Bonnie Wallinga. Spruce up Sutherland program went well 

this year. Bonnie has resigned her position and offered Johanna Homan as a possible replacement. A motion 

was made by Jurgensen seconded by Wallinga to approve Johanna Homan. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

Library Report was given by Connie Cody. Two outside benches are being added. Dan Wetherell has been 

hired by the Library board as the new librarian. A motion was made by Sweeney seconded by Engelke to 

approve the new librarian hire. All were in favor. Motion carried. Since Dan was the rural trustee, he will have 

to be replaced on the board. They have a few applicants to consider and will present to the County Board of 

Supervisors for final approval. 

 

Fire and Ambulance Report was given by Chief Mark Shriver. They have a new device called the Thumper. 

This device will administer chest compressions to patients. There will be training done with the crew before it 

goes into service. They are still waiting on some of the bunker gear to arrive. 

 

Police Report was presented by Officer Jami Webster. Mayor Peters stated that the community is not used to 

receiving tickets and let Officer Webster know that she has the Mayor and Council support to do her job. The 

laws are the laws and they pertain to everyone. 

 

Communications and topics for discussion: 

A motion was made by Wallinga seconded by Jurgensen to approve Main Market’s liquor license renewal. All 

were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Jurgensen seconded by Engelke to approve Sweeney’s Clubhouse’s liquor license 

request. All were in favor. Motion carried. They hope to open soon and will have 3 golf simulators, one of 

which will also do shooting simulations and other games. There will be a bar, pool table, darts and things like 

that. They will only serve frozen pizzas and no other food. 

 



A motion was made by Jurgensen seconded by Koch to approve resolution 2016-08 approving the Annual 

Financial Report for 2015-2016 FY. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Sweeney seconded by Koch to approve the TIF report for the County Auditor. Roll 

call: Ayes – Jill Jurgensen, Bruce Engelke, Joe Sweeney, Steve Koch and Jack Wallinga. Motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Sweeney seconded by Engelke to approve the Annual Urban Renewal Report for 

2015-2016 FY. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

It was discussed that there needs to be some signage outside the RL Johannsen Center for the City Office. 

Residents and out-of-towners have complained that they cannot find City Hall. The RL Johannsen Board will 

need to work on this. 

 

Councilmember Sweeney wanted to start a conversation with the council about looking into franchise fees and 

establishing a capital improvement plan for the city’s equipment needs. This would be a way for the city to 

raise funds. A motion was made by Engelke seconded by Sweeney to contact MidAmerican and/or WesTel to 

see if someone can come in and talk to council. Clerk will also request they bring financial projections for the 

council to review. 

 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Water – Water tower is being drained now for the cleaning to be done on Wednesday. Residents may see low 

pressure or discolored water from time to time.  

Streets – The new road will have to be cleared with the tractor and Corey will have to leave some snow on the 

road so that he does not remove the rock. 

Sanitation (sewer) – Corey is discharging now to try and get the ponds down before they freeze. 

Town Property – Corey presented council with estimates for a used box for the snow plow. It would need to 

be sandblasted and repainted before it could be used. Corey suggested getting rid of the ’67 dump truck and 

purchasing a newer snow plow. The current snow plow could be kept as a backup and also used as a dump 

truck. Corey stated he needs a sander right away. A motion was made by Engelke seconded by Jurgensen to 

get a sander. Ayes: Koch, Wallinga, Jurgensen, Engelke. Nays: Sweeney. The plow truck also needs to have 

the exhaust fixed, which council advised to get done. Corey gave council prices for front tractor tires; council 

advised to purchase the used tires for $100 each. Corey also discussed the lights on the plow truck with 

council. Council advised him to get prices and discuss with Mayor Peters. Corey was advised by council to 

check on the trade in value of the ’67 dump truck for a used snow plow and get back to council. Council 

named a few places for Corey to contact for the needed tractor repairs. Mayor Peters asked if the ditches could 

be burned off this fall yet. Corey recommended waiting until spring for the 4th street ditches. 

Park – Marv’s Construction fixed the broken rafter in the shelter house. The drinking fountain is here and will 

be installed in the spring. Corey will need help with this. 

Lights – all light issues have been reported to the city clerk and submitted to MidAmerican. 

 

A motion was made by Jurgensen seconded by Engelke to adjourn. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

 

____________________________Mayor Elizabeth Peters 

 

____________________________Natosha Petitt City Clerk 


